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1. Introduction 

The meeting for the 9th Consultative Commission of the Great Tumen Initiative (GTI) was successfully held on the 15th of November 2007 in Vladivostok, Russia.  Delegations from all the GTI member governments (China, DPRK, Mongolia, ROK and Russia) (further referred to as “the participants”) participated in this meeting. All the participants expressed their support for the proposals drawn by Tumen Secretariat in terms of the future directions of this regional initiative. 
Each party has actively participated in the discussions to settle pending issues in a collaborative sense in order to further promote GTI’s role as a unique intergovernmental mechanism for economic cooperation, contributing to social and economic prosperity and serving as catalyst in expanding economic policy dialogue in North-East Asia.

2. Following up to the Changchun Agreement 

(i) Business Advisory Council

The participants actively discussed and endorsed the TOR of the Business Advisory Council which consists of senior business leaders and eminent persons from the participating countries as well as foreign investors. It will operate as a non-governmental entity, and be private sector led and funded.  An initial group of BAC members participated in the 2rd session of the 9th Consultative Commission meeting addressing special issues related to BAC. All the participants welcomed the creation of BAC, which will be a new GTI institutional body to provide a permanent private-governmental dialogue and praised the support received from the United Nations office for Partnerships.

(ii) Energy Board 

The participants agreed to establish the Energy Board, which will contribute to the improvement of energy security in the Greater Tumen Region (GTR) through regional energy cooperation.  Furthermore, it would provide a solid foundation for better overall energy planning in the region and accelerating the GTI area’s economic development. The participants acknowledged that the Energy Board will serve as a facilitator for energy-related infrastructure development in order to accelerate GTI area’s economic development. 
(iii) Tourism council 

The participants agreed that the Tourism Council will be established as an advisory council to governments and the Consultative Commission in the sphere of inter-regional tourism activities. It shall provide an institutional tool to assist achievement of the strategic goals in tourism sector such as facilitating cross- border tourist flows in the GTR, providing tourist facilities and services and promoting the Tumen area product in its key source markets. The Tourism Council will be composed of representatives from the public and private sectors.

(iv) Cooperation Framework on Environment
The participants noted that environment is a key issue for GTI as a cross-cutting concern, and the Cooperation Framework on Environment (CFE) will be established as a formal trans-border mechanism aiming to synchronize efforts of environmental protection in the GTR. 
The participants recognized that CFE should be regarded as a capacity building effort, which will strengthen and enhance already existing institutions, projects or initiatives.  It shall consist of a Coordination Unit and Working Groups. The Coordination Unit will coordinate the general agenda and the activities of the Cooperation Framework whereas the Working Groups will be responsible for the implementation of concrete activities. 
(v) New Agreement on the Understanding of the Greater Tumen Initiative  

The participants agreed to finalize on an immediate basis the procedure of signing the new Agreement on the Understanding of the Greater Tumen Initiative and transfer funds to the newly established Common Fund to finance the operational costs of the Tumen Secretariat.  

3. Vision and Projects for increased regional cooperation 

A number of concrete projects in key sectors were identified as “GTI projects” for further marketing and attracting additional funding to be implemented in the following years.   It is expected that these projects will promote the economic development and cooperation in the GTR and the Northeast Asia. It was also agreed that the GTI projects will complement bilateral negotiations on regional cooperation.

It was also agreed to accelerate a number of key activities as part of a roadmap to deliver concrete results in the GTR.

4. Budget and Annual Work Plan of 2008

The participants approved budget and work plan for year 2008 of the Tumen Secretariat. The participants agreed to reimburse the operational costs of the Tumen Secretariat in 2007 according to the same principle and formula as for 2006.  

5. The Way Forward 

The participants expressed their appreciation to the Government of the Russian Federation and the Primorsky Kray for the excellent arrangements as the host of the 9th Consultative Commission Meeting and to the Tumen Secretariat. It was proposed by Mongolia to host the 10th Consultative Commission Meeting in Ulanbaatar, Mongolia, in 2008 and was agreed by the member countries.  
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